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Two arrested
in takeaway
staff checks
TWO people have been arrested
following a UK Border Agency
immigration raid on a takeaway
in Bletchley.

Acting on intelligence, officers
visited Tasty Fried Chicken on
Queensway at around 2.30pm on
Tuesday, December 11, where
they carried out checks on staff
to see if they had the right to
work in the UK.

They arrested two men, a
31-year-old Pakistani national
who had previously had his
student visa cancelled for failing
to attend college and a
24-year-old Bangladeshi who
had overstayed his visa.

Both were detained pending
their removal from the UK.

Tasty Fried Chicken could now
be fined up to £20,000 – £10,000
per illegal worker – unless it can
prove to the UK Border Agency
that the correct right-to-work
checks were carried out on
the men.

Assistant director Paul Smith,
from the UK Border Agency,
said: “Our enforcement teams
are out almost every day
carrying out operations like this
and where we find someone who
is in the UK illegally we will seek
to remove them.

“But we are also targeting
employers who take on illegal
workers. They are both fuelling
illegal immigration and
damaging the majority of
legitimate businesses who
play by the rules.

“This is why we have the power
to hit those who break the law
with heavy fines.”

Every year, the UK Border
Agency imposes civil penalties
on hundreds of companies
which fail to carry out proper
right-to-work checks on staff.

Employers unsure of the steps
they need to take to avoid
employing illegal workers can
visit www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.
uk/advice-for-employers or call
0300 123 4699.

X Factor winner
meets city fans
X FACTOR winner and future
musical star James Arthur
attracted more than 500 adoring
fans to the city centre yesterday.

The 24-year-old appeared at WH
Smith in thecentre:mk to sign
copies of his new book, My Story,
after winning the TV talent show
two weeks ago.

Tickets for 500 people were
given out to fans wanting to meet
the singer, but it is thought many
more turned up, with queues
reaching out of the store to the
market.

Some fans queued for more than
four hours, with some travelling
from as far away as Cardiff.

The fans sang renditions of his
new single Impossible, which is
favourite for this weekend’s
Christmas number one spot.

Council backs 2015
Rugby World Cup bid
MK COUNCIL has pledged £135,000
to help the city’s bid to be a host for
the Rugby World Cup which comes
to England in 2015.

The stadiummk, which hopes to
stage games during the competition,
presented an official bid to governing
body England Rugby 2015 last
Tuesday. A decision on which cities
and stadiums are successful will be

made in the spring of next year.
And MK NEWS can reveal Milton

Keynes Council has pledged £135,000
towards holding the event, as part of
its budget plans drawn up last month.

The local authority has put aside
£45,000 each year, for the next three
years, to help pay for project manage-
ment and event costs – including
road closures and licensing.

The councillor in charge of the
budget Edith Bald said: “The council
is expected to put a bit of money in or

we don’t get the funding from
elsewhere.

“It would be a massive benefit to
Milton Keynes – we would get much
more than £135,000 from it.”

It is estimated the competition
could generate around £1million per
game with a minimum of three
games if the bid is successful.

MKDonschairmanPeteWinkelman
is optimistic about the bid although
MK is up against 16 other venues.

He told MK NEWS: “I’m confident,

but I don’t want to be over-confident.
But we have one of the best stadiums
in the country.”

Dons director John Cove has been
leading the stadium’s bid, and he said
the event would bring benefits to the
stadium and an economic boost to
the city and help create a sporting
legacy for the community.

For more on this story, and to read
full interviews with both Pete
Winkelman and John Cove’s, visit
www.mk-news.co.uk.

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Dons Player of the
Month revealed
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Earrings stolen
CROOKS made off with a pair of
diamond earrings after forcing
open a kitchen window at a
home in Frithwood Crescent,
Kents Hill, between 8am-7pm on
Friday, December 7. The ear-
rings are diamond-studded, set
in gold with a cream pearl drop.
Anyone with information should
call PC Jade Trower on 101.

Car park award
MIDSUMMER Place Shopping
Centre’s multi-storey car park
has been granted the Park Mark
Safer Parking Award for the
eighth year running. The award
is given to parking facilities that
have achieved the requirements
of a risk assessment conducted
by the police and the British
Parking Association.

PROFESSOR Stephen Hawking
last week backed the campaign
for a pardon for Bletchley Park
codebreaker Alan Turing.

In an open letter sent to a
national newspaper on Friday,
Professor Hawking and other
leading scientists, as well as a
number of politicians, called on
Prime Minister David Cameron
to ‘formally forgive’ Turing.

The letter, which includes other
signatories such as Astronomer
Royal Lord Rees and former
Bletchley Park employee
Baroness Trumpington, says:

“We urge the Prime Minister to
exercise his authority and
formally forgive the iconic
British hero.”

A private members bill has
been drafted and submitted by
Lib Dem peer Lord Sharkey
which, if eventually passed,
would see a pardon for Alan
Turing alone.

Milton Keynes South MP Iain
Stewart is one of those who has
been tirelessly campaigning for a
pardon for Turing, who was con-
victed for being homosexual in
1952 when it was still illegal.

Mr Stewart, who made an
appearance on BBC1’s Newsnight
programme on Friday to talk

about the issue, said: “I have long
campaigned for Alan Turing to
be pardoned. I believe that it is a
fitting tribute to pardon him in
the centenary year of his birth.

“Our country owes a huge debt
of gratitude to him and I hope
that Lord Sharkey’s Private
Members Bill can complete its
passage through the Lords and
be considered by the Commons.”

Turing was instrumental in
cracking German Enigma codes
during the Second World War,
but despite this was convicted
and underwent a course of oes-
trogen injections as a form of
‘chemical castration’. In 1954 he
killed himself by taking cyanide.

Turing pardon backed
by Stephen Hawking
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

A MAN has been jailed for six
months for affray following an
assault on two people.

Steven Hillyar, 30, from Willey
Court, Galley Hill, pleaded guilty
on November 30 at Aylesbury
Crown Court after assaulting a
31-year-old woman and a man, 34.

The attack took place on
November 19 last year outside an

address in Shearmans, Fullers
Slade.

DC John Swallow, investigating
officer, said: “This was a nasty
attack on a female who had a
crown court restraining order
against the defendant.

“She was knocked unconscious
and so I am pleased for the victim
that justice has been done.”

Six months jail for affray man

FIGURES show that youth unem-
ployment in the city has fallen by
just under a third since November
of last year.

The data from the Office of
National Statistics shows a drop
of 32.7 per cent in the number of
people aged 18-24 who are claim-

ing Jobseekers Allowance (JSA).
The total number of JSA claim-

ants for the city also dropped by
15.2 per cent compared with this
time last year.

MP for Milton Keynes South
Iain Stewart is pleased, but says
there is room for improvement.

Youth unemployment falls a third

Milking it: Nampak’s Peter Rodwell,
who came up with the idea of a
Christmas tree made from milk bottles

WHEN MK NEWS asked to see your
Christmas tree pictures on Twitter
we were inundated with examples of
your special spruces.

But our favourite was the one that
is currently on display in the recep-
tion area at Nampak Plastics in
Newport Pagnell.

Because this is no ordinary tree.
The staff constructed this one from
milk bottles.

In total the ‘tree’, which is 100 per
cent recyclable, consists of 259 plas-
tic HDPE bottles which are made by
the company. Each layer has a dif-
ferent product on. The tree took
around a day to put together and
then a couple of hours to decorate.

The concept and design to build
the tree came from employee Peter
Rodwell, and was originally
designed to feature on the front of
the company’s Message In A Bottle
magazine.

A company spokesman said: “What
better than to use our own products
to develop something that symbolis-
es Christmas, but also allows our
staff to come together and
contribute.

“We want to try and encourage
more of this, maybe even setting a
challenge for local schools to design
something using our bottles.”

Nampak’s tree is cream of crop
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School choirs at centre
SCHOOL choirs from across
Milton Keynes will be entertain-
ing shoppers at Midsummer
Place in the run up to Christmas
Day. The Webber Independent
School kicked off the festivities
on Friday, with their choir of all
ages. For a full list of the
performances see
www.midsummerplace.co.uk.

Charity buys building
GRANT-giving charity MK
Community Foundation has
bought Midsummer House in
CMK, the sister building of the
charity’s headquarters at Acorn
House. Improvement work will
be carried out on the building in
the spring, which the charity
says will allow it to ‘further its
charitable objectives’.

IMPROV EMENTS costing
£1.5million are being made at
Milton Keynes Hospital after
talks with parents of three chil-
dren who died there.

Following the inquest into the
death of 13-month-old Mia
Elcock from a cardiac arrest in
2011, the coroner ordered a
report from the hospital into the
care it gives children.

In that report, sent to the coro-
ner yesterday, the hospital says it
has been meeting with Mia’s par-
ents and those of five-year-old
Harry Mould, who died in 2009,

and 13-month-old Calvin
Prentice-Aucock who also died
of a cardiac arrest in 2010.

In a statement medical director
Martin Wetherill said: “Listening
to these families has given us an
invaluable insight into their
individual experiences.

“We are very grateful to these
families for working with us.”

In its report the hospital says it
has made ‘significant improve-
ments to its paediatric services’
since Mia’s death.

These improvements were in
the planning stage but had not
been implemented at the time
Mia was admitted, but the hospi-
tal says they make a significant

difference to families now.
Mr Wetherill says an additional

£1.5million will be spent this
year.

“As well as changes already
made, this money is funding
opening paediatric A&E 24/7
from January 2013; opening the
Paediatric Assessment Unit all
year round; additional medical
staff over the winter period; a
further six inpatient beds and
more nursing and medical staff
to deal with the unprecedented
number of attendances and
admissions, which has seen an
increase of 15 to 20 per cent
against last year,” he said.

More at www.mk-news.co.uk.

Families helping
hospital improve
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

A MAN was last week arrested in
Milton Keynes on suspicion of
incitement to cause prostitution.

Met police officers from London
arrested the 39-year-old at a city
address on Wednesday.

“The arrest was in connection
with an investigation into
allegations over a website which
encourages students to provide

sexual services in exchange for
money towards their student
fees,” a spokesman said.

“Officers from SCO9 Trafficking
and Prostitution Unit are investi-
gating.

“The man was taken to a police
station in Milton Keynes and
bailed to return to a London
police station in February 2013.”

‘Sex for student fees’ city arrest

A GROUP of about eight people
robbed a 24-year-old woman of
cigarettes and her mobile phone
on Sunday, December 9.

The incident happened at about
10.30pm when the victim was
walking from the Middleton area
towards the shops at Broughton,

crossing the overbridge that leads
across Tanfield Lane. As she
walked past the group someone
grabbed her by the hair before
searching her. She was not hurt.

The main offender was a white,
blonde female, 5ft 2in. Anyone
with information should call 101.

8-strong gang robs woman

Snowman: Cinderella ugly sister John Barr frolics inside Xscape’s giant snow globe in one of his costumes

UGLY sister Pixie from MK
Theatre’s pantomime
Cinderella visited Xscape’s
giant snow globe on Monday –
dressed as a snowman.

Actor John Barr returns to MK
panto after playing Widow
Twankey in last year’s Aladdin,
and the snowman gown is one

of nine costumes he wears dur-
ing the show.

John said: “It takes an entire
hour to put on all the make-up
and I have to stay in costume
between the matinee and even-
ing performances. It’s hard
work but great fun and working
with Louie Spence is hysterical

as you never know what you’re
going to get!”

The giant inflated snow globe
is part of Xscape’s Christmas
Grotto.

Cinderella is at Milton Keynes
Theatre until January 6. To buy
tickets visit www.atgtickets.
com.

Ugly sister Pixie has a (snow)ball
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DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE with the
stories in the paper or have you a
view on an MK subject you want
heard?

Letters must arrive by noon on
Monday, include your full name and
address and should be kept short, to
the point and may be edited.

THE RECYCLED PAPER CONTENT OF UK
NEWSPAPERS IN 2011 WAS 78.9 PER CENT

The environment is important to us.
MK NEWS is printed on paper
produced from environmentally
managed forests.
Please recycle
this newspaper

TELL US YOUR VIEWS WWW.MK-NEWS.CO.UK
OUR website is updated daily
with all the latest news, views,
sport and leisure log on to:

www.mk-news.co.uk

An e-edition of our paper is also
available online

In or out of Europe is
a big decision for us
SIR – As somebody who cam-
paigned against the Common
Market in the 1975 referendum, I
welcome the fact that MK NEWS
is giving space to the important
issue of Britain’s future, in or out
of the European Union.

However, we must not cloud the
real issues. The EU was set-up
after WW2 to rebuild Europe, but
with all the big companies in con-
trol. So there was never a possibil-
ity of a Soviet Socialist Europe, as
Cllr Don Hoyle is worried about.
It was and still is run by banks
and big companies; just look at
Italy and Greece.

John Baker (MK LETTERS,
December 5), relates how his
company exports goods to the
USA and Canada. This is the real
dividing line. European compa-
nies rival US companies for world
markets. It becomes even more
serious when one considers that
the EU is attempting to form a
military bloc, with a 6,000-mile
radius that stretches to the
Middle East. This can only be for
military interventions to control
natural resources such as oil. But
NATO is already in force in the
Middle East. An alarming scenar-
io appears to be unfolding.
Therefore the European dilemma,
facing the Conservative Party is
looming larger, as time passes.
Even within the EU companies
and banks are continually taking
each other over. At the same time
trade unions have won conces-
sions from employers on working
time, holidays and health and
safety legislation. So this dynam-
ic, with the current austerity and
cutbacks, shows no sign of easing.

It is astonishing that Cllr Lee
Barney blames the last Labour
government for getting us into the
present mess. He forgets that the
banks speculated badly, created
the mess and Labour bailed them
out with our taxes. Would he, and
the Conservatives, have allowed
the banks to go bust? We all know
the answer to that.

So, in or out of the European
Union? I’m not sure, but I hope to
be when I vote.
John Pinkerton
Woodhouse Court

People need to be
accountable in MK
SIR – I think it is appalling that
Campbell Park is slowly being
concreted over.

Twenty five years ago that area
was designated as recreational
and now it seems to be a free-for-
all with council officials and
developers.

Before we know it the area will
look just like any other estate in
MK. We should all be up in arms
at what is happening to a beauti-
ful town park, because that is

what it is, a PARK. Can you imag-
ine if housing or offices were
erected on Hampstead Heath ,
Richmond Park or Hyde Park? The
local people would be up in arms.

All too often these plans are
implemented by people who don’t
live here, and consequently don’t
have to live with their mistakes.

The new roundabout system
near the M1 interchange on
Child’s Way is a prime example. I
have come through there in the
early hours and had to stop at
traffic lights when there isn’t
another vehicle in sight for miles!

So many infrastructure plans
were put in place by people who
don’t live here, and never see the
mess that they leave behind.
Many plans such as the road
across Willen Lake were carried
out despite the thousands of
signatures on a petition.

We now have the debacle in
Secklow Gate which many people
are not in favour of, especially the
market traders.

Isn’t it about time that these
officials, who are earning fat sala-
ries from us, have as a stipulation
of their tenure that they must
reside in or near MK. And isn’t it

about time that the elected offi-
cials actually took notice of what
the residents want. By the time
these people are voted out the
damage has been done.
Liz Green
Clerkenwell Place

We have to stop the
squeeze on the poor
SIR – The Coalition Government’s
cuts in funding for council tax
support is creating a huge finan-
cial challenge for our MK Council
(MK NEWS December 5).

We are now seeing the direct
effect in Milton Keynes of the
Government’s austerity measures
which, in two years, have already
increased unemployment,
increased poverty, increased
under-employment and the
number of business failures.

Their latest decision, announced
in the Autumn Statement, to
squeeze the incomes of the
poorest by limiting the increase
in working-age benefits to only
1per cent for three years starting
in April, represents a callous
attack on the most vulnerable.

While the tax dodgers and the
bankers fill their pockets, the
poor are required to make the
biggest sacrifice.

Sadly, unless the Government
changes its policies, the only
growth that people in Milton
Keynes will see over the next few
years will be in the queues at
soup kitchens and food banks in
our city.
Dave Brunwin
Stony Stratford

Talk is easy, we need
action in Stantonbury
SIR – I wonder if someone can tell
the residents of Stantonbury why
our local centre has been left
derelict.

In all of the 40 years I have lived
on Stantonbury, I have never seen
this estate left in such a bad state.

We have nothing on here at all,
no supermarket, no decent com-
munity centre and I don’t mean
any thing that goes on at the
church. I mean actually on this
estate.

It seems that nobody wants to
do anything positive on here
other than hold meetings and
talk. Talk is easy, action takes
courage.
Grace Quinn
Stantonbury

It’s a shop. What’s the big deal???
Surely there are more important
issues in Milton Keynes than the
opening of a new department
store...
Simon

What a brilliant store! Fab layout,
fab changing rooms, lots of tills &
great staff. Well done.
Rosie

Yes, I was 5th in the queue after
getting there for 8am after
freezing for an hour. I was so glad
to get in the store to see how
lovely it was. So many great items
and value for money and service
was excellent. I will be popping in
daily instead of the usual trek to
Bedford. So I say well done
Primark.
Liz

I got up early to go, exciting!
Katy Jones

One thing is that the traffic has
been a lot busier around the
stadium since the new Primark
opened. But if it’s providing jobs
that’s a small price to pay I
reckon.
Colin

Thames Valley Air Ambulance mascot, Paramedic Bob, visits children at
MK Hospital with Santa and Elf (Laura Nicholas, fund raising manager).
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DO YOU want the chance of
being involved in helping to
keep the world’s oldest surviv-
ing computer working?

The National Museum of
Computing (TNMOC), at
Bletchley Park, needs your help
to ensure the oldest computer in
the world is kept working as
history intended, for future
generations to enjoy.

The team wants you to hunt in
the back of cupboards, attics,
workshops and your sheds, for
old fashioned glass valves.

Technicians may then be able
to use them in the operation of
the Harwell Dekatron, also
known as the WITCH.

It was made in 1951 and uses
828 electric vacuum valves,
which act as an early form of
RAM for storage. The valves look
a little like light bulbs and even
glow when working.

Chris Monk, TNMOC learning
co-ordinator, said: “If a valve
breaks and we don’t have a
replacement, none of it will work.

“It may come to a time when we
have to start replacing them with
modern technology, but we want
to hold off for as long as possible.

“I want to see the children
learning about the older genera-
tions, and for them to see this
stuff working.”

While these specific valves still
exist, TNMOC is asking people to
search their attics to see if they
have any that it is looking for.
They are most likely to be found
in the collections of radio
enthusiasts.

Kevin Murrell, a trustee of
TNMOC said: “The museum has
supplies of valves for the
Colossus rebuild and the WITCH,

and with careful handling they
are expected to last for quite
some time yet.

“However, we do need to build
up a reserve to ensure that these
machines can be kept running
for as long as possible to inspire
future generations of computer
scientists and engineers.”

The valves that The National
Museum Of Computing is seek-
ing are fully listed on www.mk-
news.co.uk. If you can help,
please e-mail donations@tnmoc.
org.

Help keep oldest
computer running
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

WiTCH hunt: Chris monk needs your help to find old valves like these,
so that the world’s oldest running computer can be kept working
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THE city’s reputation as an eco-
nomic powerhouse has been
further boosted by a new report
– the second in just over a month
which sings the city’s economic
praises.

Research conducted by infor-
mation services company
Experian looked at 150 locations
in the UK using key economic
indicators, including employ-
ment, to predict which city has
the best potential for residential,

retail and commercial property
growth between 2013 and 2017.

It found MK is ranked third in
the country for retail property
growth, and number one outside
of the M25, and MK is ranked
fifth in the country and second
outside of London for office
property growth.

The city ranks fifth overall in
the UK for its ‘real estate viabili-
ty’, just behind London,
Edinburgh and Leeds.

This latest news comes hot on
the heels of a report from
Experian last month showing

Milton Keynes is leading the way
in the UK’s economic recovery,
for both employment and output
growth.

The five-year forecasts showed
Milton Keynes heading a top ten
of ‘prosperous’ towns and cities
in terms of growth in jobs, and in
the manufacturing, financial
and business services, and retail
sectors.

Previous research has placed
Milton Keynes as ‘one to watch’
in leading economic recovery,
but this is the first time the bor-
ough has topped a national list.

City continues as
economic leader
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Card winners: (from left) Iain Stewart, Candy, Anthony Spira
from the MK Gallery, Athayan and Mark Lancaster

THE city’s MPs have thanked the creative
school pupils who have designed their
Christmas cards this year.

Athavan Thanabalasingam won the
prize for Milton Keynes North, Mark
Lancaster’s constituency, and Candy
Amefiamu was chosen from Iain Stewart’s
Milton Keynes South.

Pupils in years five and six from across
MK were asked to submit their designs,
and MK NEWS and MK Gallery chose the
winners from hundreds of entries.

Christmas winners
honoured by MPs
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LUKE Chadwick has been
named as the very first MK Dons
Player of the Month.

The former Manchester United
midfielder was announced as the
winner for November ahead of
Saturday’s 1-0 League One
victory over Hartlepool United at
stadiummk.

MK NEWS has teamed up with
Karl Robinson’s promotion chas-
ers to launch the competition,
which gives fans the chance to
honour the best performing
members of the squad each
month and win a top prize.

All you have to do to take part is
vote in our online poll every
month.

It’s completely free and one
lucky voter will then be selected
at random and given the oppor-
tunity to present the winning
player of the month with a bottle
of champagne on the pitch.

In addition, they will also be
given two Club Red tickets to the
match.

The November winner is sea-
son ticket holder Julie Kent, who
voted for Chadwick and took her
mum along to Club Red.

She said: “It was a really good

day, although I was a bit nervous
at first.

“I got to walk down the tunnel
to the pitch and have a look
around, and to use Karl’s words I
think we were dominant in the
game.”

Chadwick won November’s poll
with 37 per cent of the total vote,
ahead of Shaun Williams in
second place and Adam Chicksen
who was third.

He put in a string of fine perfor-
mances as Dons went the month
unbeaten, including four wins

from five league outings.
On November 24 he helped

himself to a pair of goals in the
5-1 home thrashing of Colchester
United.

To vote this month and put
yourself in line to win, simply
visit www.mk-news.co.uk and
click on the Player of the Month
box on the right-hand side.

The presentation for December
will be made on January 12 when
Dons host Bury in League One,
and you have until December 30
to cast your vote.

Luke named as first
Player of the Month
BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

First winner: MK Dons midfielder Luke Chadwick receives a bottle of
champagne from season ticket holder and MK NEWS reader Julie Kent
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TALENTED new novelist
Mhairi McFarlane has
topped the Amazon fiction
chart with the release of
her first book You Had Me
At Hello.

A two-book deal with
major publisher Harper
Collins is “like the most
unbelievable joyous con-
trick,” said the 36-year-old
writer, who includes
Hollywood star Minnie
Driver among her fans.

“I can think up silly ideas
and get paid for it like for a
proper job.”

The former journalist
lived in Milton Keynes in
the 1980’s when her father,
Craig McFarlane, lectured
in quantum mechanics at
the Open University, and
she often speaks and tweets
about her childhood in the
city.

The book is a classic chick
lit romance – boy meets
girl, boy loses girl, girl finds
boy but boy is now married.

It’s a story which asks:
“What happens when the
one that got away comes

back?”
It is fun and witty, and it is

no wonder that Mhairi has
already been talking to
screen agent Mark
Casarotto about having it
turned into “a lovely clever
little commercial rom-
com.”

Mhairi moved to
Nottingham after leaving
Milton Keynes, where she
now lives with her boy-
friend and her cat, Mister
Miffy. The next book is due
in December 2013.

“It’s another funny
romance, because obvi-
ously the publishing com-
pany doesn’t set you up
with an audience and then
start selling oranges after
apples,” she said.

One of the new generation
of Twitter-friendly writers,
Mhairi’s screen agent
followed her on the social
media site, as did Driver.

“Harper Collins said my
Twitter feed is part of my
appeal,” she said. “I was
absolutely amazed.

“My positive comments
for the second edition, on
the whole they’re from
Twitter friends.”

Mhairi’s romance
novel tops charts

BY JANE RENTON
editor@mk-news.co.uk

Author: Mhairi and
her book (inset)
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Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

Packed
full of jobs
throughout
the region

A RISING singer-songwriter is
hoping his new single, I’m
Coming Back, will raise £75,000
to support wounded heroes
from the armed forces.

Nikki Murray, 28, who lives in
Woolstone, has announced he is
dedicating his new single to Help
For Heroes.

He got the idea for the fundrais-
ing song after watching a news
report while working in Sweden.

“I was in a hotel room, on my
own feeling a bit lonely, when a
story came on the news about
soldiers who had lost their legs,”
he said.

“The song is about the soldiers
and their relationships with their
wives and husbands.

“It’s also about the fact that
partners of other people don’t
have to worry about their loved
ones not coming home, or com-
ing home with a disability.”

Nikki has previously played
with Leona Lewis, Celine Dion,
James Blunt and even Cheryl
Cole.

He then decided to focus on his
solo career, writing his debut
album which was produced by
Grammy-winning producer

Stevie B Baughman, who
described Nikki as ‘one of the
most talented singer-songwriters
in the UK to date’.

Bryn Parry, CEO and co-found-
er of the charity, Help for Heroes,
said: “Help for Heroes is all about
doing your bit.

“Nikki writing this single is
another wonderful example of
someone in the music industry
using their creativity to rally
support while they raise money
for a wonderful cause.

“It’s fantastic Nikki picked Help

For Heroes. We would like to say
a huge thank you to him and all
his fans.

“We hope they go out and buy
the single as their way of show-
ing support for our wounded.”

Nikki’s single I’m Coming Back
was released last week, and is
available on iTunes and Amazon.

This week MK NEWS is sup-
porting Help For Heroes, with a
special page of advertising from
which all of the profits are going
to the charity. See page 2 of
today’s Christmas TV Guide.

Nikki hopes his song
will help our heroes
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Charity single: nikki murray from Woolstone has penned a special song
which he is hoping will raise £75,000 for forces charity Help for Heroes

www.mkweb.co.uk/business

Bursting
for a local
plumber?Call

01908
242490
...to advertise
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AN OPEN call has been issued
for all creative types in Milton
Keynes to get involved in a huge
project at MK Gallery next year.

The gallery is looking for all
cultural and creative people with
a connection to Milton Keynes to
apply for inclusion in MK Calling.

The project is MK Gallery’s
summer 2013 exhibition, com-
bined with a season of events
from June 28 to September 8.

MK Gallery’s director Anthony
Spira said: “We would like to
involve as wide a range of people
as possible. If you are a painter,
sculptor, poet, singer, sound
artist, graphic designer, maybe a
baker or hairdresser or involved
in any other creative activity,
please contact us.

“There are no restrictions – we
want to hear from you.”

No-one yet knows exactly what
form MK Calling will take, or
what events it will include – that
will be decided once submis-
sions are received at the gallery.

MK Calling is designed to
explore the breadth of creativity
in, or inspired by, Milton Keynes.
There will be exhibitions, con-
certs, performances, screenings

and readings, as well as opportu-
nities for meeting, networking,
peer reviews and training.

Assisting MK Gallery in the
selection of work will be David
Rayson, head of painting at the
Royal College of Art in London,
and Gill Perry, head of external
collaborations at The Open
University. Emma-Jayne Taylor,
director of Artworks MK, will
also help to assess submissions.

All submissions from people
who live in the Milton Keynes
unitary authority boundary will

be entered into MK Community
Foundation’s Arts Bursary Award
2013, which will be announced
on September 5. The winner
receives an £8,000 grant.

To apply, send a short
description of what you do to
m k c a l l i n g @ m k g a l l e r y. o r g ,
together with a CV and images of
your work. Musicians and per-
formers should attach material.

The deadline is March 8. Full
details and guidelines available
at www.mkgallery.org/s/mkcall-
ing.

MK Gallery hunts
for artistic talent
by adam grinsell
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

mK Calling: staff at mK gallery are looking for the city’s artistic talent
to take part in an exhibition which is planned for the summer of 2013
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HUNDREDS OF NEW VACANCIES EVERY WEEK!
ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY
Tel: 01908 242490. Email: advertising@mk-news.co.uk

HUNDREDS of keen shoppers
gathered when clothing giant
Primark opened for the first
time in Milton Keynes on
Wednesday. But what is it that
makes someone get up at the
crack of dawn for the opening of
a shop?

Freezing conditions did not
deter the crowds who flocked to
the store at the new MK1 retail
park at stadiummk, behaviour
which others found to be strange.

The hysteria could repeat itself
in the future though with plans

for another Primark in the city
centre also on the cards.

Katy Smith, aged 26, from
Eaglestone, said Primark is the
store that has been missing from
Milton Keynes.

The stay-at-home Mum was
attracted by ‘cheap prices’.

“I got up early to go, it was very
exciting,” she said.

“I don’t think it is strange to go
to the opening as this is a shop
that I will be visiting several
times, and it is of course the run
up to Christmas.”

Comments on the MK NEWS
website supported Katy’s stance.

Liz said: “I was fifth in the

queue and I got there for 8am.
“After freezing for an hour I was

so glad to get in the store to see
how lovely it was.

“There were so many great
items which were value for
money and service was excel-
lent. I will be popping in daily
instead of the usual trek to
Bedford.”

However, Simon was one of
those who did not see what all of
the fuss was about.

He said: “It’s a shop. What’s the
big deal? Surely there are more
important issues in Milton
Keynes than the opening of a
new department store.”

The second Primark is being
proposed for an extension of
thecentre:mk, a move which
would see Secklow Gate bridge
demolished.

Pressure group Xplain held a
protest outside the council’s
Silbury Boulevard offices on
Wednesday, calling for the bridge
to be protected.

However, applicants at
thecentre:mk have now collect-
ed more than 9,000 signatures in
support of the plans.

“I would be in favour of another
Primark,” Miss Smith said. “Two
is always better than one.”

The MK1 Primark is the chain’s
first out of town location.

Jenny Mulligan, Regional
Portfolio Manager at The Crown
Estate, who own MK1, said: “We
are really pleased that Primark
have come to MK1.”

Shoppers queue in the
BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

In we go: The eager crowd rushes in to have a look at the new shop
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MKANNOUNCEMENTS

Birthdays In Memoriam

NEIL COLES
50

17.12.2012
Happy 50th Birthday

With love Diane,
Christopher,

Georgia and all the
family xxxx

KEN JACKSON
Happy 90th

Birthday

17th December

Have a lovely day

Love Jean and all

the family

VIC JACKSON
Happy 65th

Birthday

A long and happy

retirement

Love Mum and

Dad

ELIZABETTA
BORLAND

Happy 50th Birthday
12/12/12

To My Lovely Wife
Lots of Love David

& All your family xx

MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | December 19, 2012 | 15

cold for Primark!

Lining up: A large queue formed outside the new Primark prior to its opening at MK1
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NOBODY wants to make a fool of
themselves at their office
Christmas party – and the NHS
don’t want you to either.

In fact, local health bosses are
so keen to ensure that you don’t
become the subject of gossip
around the water cooler, they
have made a video guide on how
to stay out of trouble.

Staff from NHS Milton Keynes
have been out and about visiting
businesses in the city to find out
local people’s tips for surviving

the party season, and these have
made it into the three-and-a-half
minute video.

It is hoped that people will
leave their parties with a smile
on their faces instead of ending
up in A&E after too much drink.

Steve Keites, General Manager
of Regus Milton Keynes, an office
solutions company, was one of
those who took part.

“You want to make your work’s
Christmas night out one to
remember, not one to forget, or
one that you can’t remember,” he
said. “We always go for a meal
first so that we aren’t drinking on

empty stomachs.
“We also try to be organised

and make sure everyone has
their route home planned in
advance.”

Other tips to remember include
making soft drinks part of your
celebration, and learning to rec-
ognise when you’ve had enough.

To view the video, visit www.
HowsYourElf.co.uk.

The website also includes a
directory of local services,
pharmacy opening hours for the
Christmas and New Year period,
and other advice on health and
wellbeing.

Don’t make a fool of
yourself at Christmas
BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

Donation: Saj Kahn, back, with the tree on the children’s ward

A RESTAURANT helped to brighten up the
children’s ward at Milton Keynes Hospital this
Christmas by donating a tree, complete with
lights and decorations.

The Silk Road restaurant, in CMK, donated the
tree and decorations to make the ward feel
festive for the children and the families who
won’t be lucky enough to spend Christmas at
home this year.

Staff and children on the ward decorated the
tree, joined by head chef Saj Kahn.

Xmas tree given
to hospital ward
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listed

Email kim@ivylanecattery.plus.com
www.ivylanecattery.co.uk

GRAB SERVICES

Call 07732 275395 / 01234 757491
Email: blkgrabservice@hotmail.co.uk

Available for hire on day work or per load.

INCLUDES REMOVAL OF
• Muck • General Rubbish
• Hardcore • Soil

WE SUPPLY
• All types of aggregates
• Primary and recycled sub-base materials
• Top-soils • Bark mulch.

Full public indemnity insurance and a licensed waste carrier.
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PRODUCTION OPERA
TIVES – Required in MK.
12 hour day & night shifts.
£7.50ph. Training provided.
Call MPI LTD (agy) on
01908 617222
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Don’t
miss out

on that ideal
job opportunity

Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

).$"&.,* +!(--#%#&'-

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR

A NEW JOB?
...to find full details of all our current

vacancies – including job
specifications and salary

information…..

www.ideal-personnel.net
Ideal Personnel and

Recruitment Solutions

Email: info@ideal-personnel.net
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Accommodation to Let

01234
217181
DRIVERS

Established Agency run by Teachers
The best service for both Teachers & Schools
Excellent rates, Free CRB and Holiday pay!

01908 662 655 07970 211238
mail@supplyteaching.net



B Business Services

B Business
Services

A Accountancy

Call
01908 242490

...to advertise

mkclassified Telephone 01908 242490

Sell your goods or services FAST through mkclassified
Phone, email, or fax one of our friendly staff or why not pop in and speak to us in person.

PHONE
01908 242490 @ EMAIL

classified@mk-news.co.uk
POST
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

FAX
01908 689550

BY HAND
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

A Aerial Services

A Articles
For Sale

A Articles
Wanted

C Carpets & Flooring

A Architecture

A Auctions

B Blinds & Curtains

B Builders

B Building Services

C Cleaning Services

C Computer
Services

D
Domestic
Appliance
RepairsD Domestic Services

A & G
Seasoned Logs

Various load sizes
Kindling and coal

Nets of logs
Prompt delivery
01525 860771
07703 872769

www.aglogs.co.uk

MASON PROPERTY
SERVICES LTD

Est 1985
★ Small building works
★ General maintenance
★ Kitchens/bathrooms
★ Carpentry/glazing
★ Painting & decorating
★ Tiling & Upvc work
★ Garage Conversions
★ Insurance claims

Clean, reliable, prompt
service. Fully insured.
Fensa Registered

01908 211476
07789 176300
CALL STEVE (7 DAYS)

ACCA Free initial con-
sultation. Accounts, TAX,
start ups and CIS. 01908
980105

Wanted fishing tackle
single items or job lots.
Top prices paid for
quality tackle. Buyer will
collect. Call 07504
951878

TEMPLEMAN
CARPETS

Est 1971

FFoorr ccaarrppeettss && aallll ttyyppeess ooff fflloooorriinngg ssaammpplleess ssiimmppllyy ccaallll

01908 560608 or 07778 934 708
Appointments made for daytime

evenings or weekends

Friendly service - Helpful advice

Viking electric push bike
never been used on
road, 1 charge goes
approx 45 miles, folds
away to stow in car boot,
suitable for male or
female, Cost £500 sell
for £350.

Tel 01908 394256

FOOTBALL PRO-
GRAMMES WANTED
Cash paid for any pre-
1970. Large collections
(300+) after 1970 also
c o n s i d e r e d .
02085607816

Fishing reel
A m b a s s a d e u r
Millenium 2000 Limited
Edition 193/500 made
in Sweden, multiplyer,
level wind and break-
ing system, polished
chrome. Never used,
complete with all man-
uals, pouch and box.
£165 Tel: 079220 22708

Need a
Plumber?
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Fax
01908
689550

...to advertise

See us
MKNEWS,

1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes,

MK15 0DU

...to advertiseF Fencing &
Gates

G Garden Services

P Paving/
Patio

S Sheds

packed full of jobs
throughout the region

Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

D Driving Tuition

E Electrical Services

H Handy Person

H Home
Maintenance

H Household
Clearance

L
Loft
Ladder
Installation

P Painting
Services

P Plumbing & Heating Services

R Removals
& Storage

R Removals & Storage

R Roofing & Cladding

£299

£585

Large Range of Sheds, Summer
Houses & Play Houses

We manufacture our
own sheds offering
excellent value and
alterations if needed

Massive Savings
for more information or a free brochure

sales@telesheds.co.uk
or visit

AA..BB.. FFAARRMMEERR
FFEENNCCIINNGG SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT

FREE
QUOTATIONS

0011990088 667744118844
0077885522 888811112266

Patios, Decking &
Pergolas

ARTEX
Phone Roy on

0011990088 554422448822 or
0077998855 338833663300
Ceilings, Coving,

Decorating, Pattern
Changes, Ceilings

Skimmed Flat
Insurance work
Free estimates

Established 35+ years

GGAACC GGaarrddeenn DDeessiiggnn
&& MMaaiinntteennaannccee

Full Landscaping Design and
Maintenance Available.

Patios, pergolas, fencing, turfing etc.
References given.

Free survey.
For a personal and

competitive quote call:
0011990088 223355446677 oorr

0077888899 445577000022

Griffon Gas &
Plumbing Services

• Gas • Plumbing • Repairs • Bathrooms
• Service • Kitchens • Replacement • Showers

Central Heating Repairs and Alterations
All Work Guaranteed 40 Years Experience

Reasonable Rates
0759 032 7315 • 01908 661335

Eaglestone - Milton Keynes

LABRADOR PUPPIES
Black and yellow, boys
and girls. Ready from the
15th December - £250.
For more details please
ring 01525 874145

Man & Van
House, Garden,
Garage, Shed

Cleared - Cleaned
Removals
Call Jamie

07896 956571
Friendly Service

BUDGIES Babies and
adult, all colours, reason-
able prices. Please call
01234 402738

KMW Loft Ladders
01234 290064 07977
9 9 7 5 3 7
kmwproper tyservices
@ h o t m a i l . c o . u k
w w w . k m w l o f t
l a d d e r s . c o . u k

MAN & VAN
Want it home today?

From sofas to beds
House/office removals

I’ll do it now!

From £10
07709 545222

APPROVED LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN fault
finding, emergency call
outs, sockets fitted, fuse
board changes, cookers,
showers, lighting.
Condition reports, free
quotes. 07976 722604
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Need a
Plumber?

www.mkweb.co.uk/whatson

Plan your
weekend
in MK...
Visit the most
comprehensive
events calendar
in Milton Keynes

P Pets For
Sale



T Telecomm
unications

Email
classified@

mk-news.co.uk

@

...to advertise

S Skip Hire

T Tuition

W Windows&
Conservatories

W Windows & Conservatories

MATHS, ENGLISH & SCI-
ENCE , Help Locally
Available. All Levels.
Phone Anytime on
01908 677740 (tutors

welcome).

TELEPHONE and
Broadband. Extensions,
cabling & faults. TelRon
01234 306244 07944
864326

DIRECT 2 U Escorts
Bedford based 07040
901410

• SAMEDAY SERVICE • DELIVERY & COLLECTION
• 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 20, 40 YD SKIPS
• OPEN, CLOSED & DROP ENDS ROLL ON, ROLL OFF
• 6&8 WHEEL GRAB SERVICES
SUPPLIERS OF CRUSHED
CONCRETE & TOP SOIL
PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE DAILY,
WEEKLY & LONG TERM HIRE
(WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST)

MALE ESCORT SERV-
ICES in MK, No witheld
calls. 07851 963329

Karen P Independent
Escort 07884 133945
www.karen4hire.com

NADINE ESCORT CMK.
10-LATE. 7 DAYS. 07946
209557

ROXY, RANJANA &
FRIENDS Covering all
areas.10 am till late.
07946 746931

Karen P Independent
Escort 07884 133945
www.karen4hire.com

CINDY'S MASSAGE
11am-11pm,call 01582
534717

JULIA M1 J13 MK South.
Private and discreet,
qualified masseur, easy
parking 07531684559

EEggoo mmaassssaaggee
FFeennnnyy SSttrraattffoorrdd

0011990088 663300777766
wwwwww..eeggoo--mmaassssaaggee..ccoomm ((mmaassssaaggee oonnllyy))

PENNY ESCORT Very pri-
vate. Mon-Fri 10am-6pm.
Weekends 10am-2pm.
Rural MK. 07763191974

I N D E P E N D E N T
MASSEUSE J15A
Northampton. Private
Premises. 07930 143538

P Public Notices

C Chat
Lines

C Chat Lines

P Personal
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For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews



Get a quote from our website: www.mjrecoveryltd.co.uk

BB HH SSAALLVVAAGGEE
Environment & DVLA

Registered ATF Centre

CARS
WANTED

Any condition
considered

Commercial/cars/4x4s
Free collection

Scrapped legally

Top prices paid
£70-£5000

Used car parts
available

CCaallll 0011558822 887733667777
oorr 0077888866 226666338888

find 1000’s of cars locally

For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | December 19, 2012 | 23
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find
1000’s
of cars
locally

For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews



Alfa Romeo

Audi

BMW

BMW

Call
01908 242490

...to advertise

Commercials

Fiat

Ford

Ford

Honda

Jaguar

Kia

Kia

Motorcycles
Bought For Cash!

Anything
considered 7 day

service
01767 261622
07947 732883

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEESS
SSCCOOOOTTEERRSS AANNDD
MMOOPPEEDDSS TTRRIIAALLSS
MMOOTTOORR CCRROOSSSS
BOUGHT FOR CASH
Any condition, crash

damaged, non runners
07710324170
01525 759236

Chris - Trade

X Reg AUDI TT
QUATTRO 1.8

TURBO
silver, 6 months TAX, 6
weeks MOT, full service
history, good condition

£2999 ONO
07980 749516

Ford KA 1.3
Collection

Manual
03 Reg. 3 door. Silver.
Colour coded bumpers.

E/W. P/S. C/L. CD player.
A/C. 86k miles. TAX &

MOT'D. Just been
serviced 2k miles ago.

£1050 ONO
07875 282905

56 Reg Kia
Sedona

7 seater, MOT, TAX just
expired, slight side

damage, FSH, DVD player,
CD player, tow bar

£1200
07983 579370
01933 770688

BMW 316 Silver, 4dr saloon,
1.8 petrol, auto. PAS, E/W,

E/M, R/C/L, alarm, A/C,
P/sensors, T/control, ABS,
C/control, A/bags, stereo,

alloys, TAX, MOT, FSH, lady
owner, EX condition £2150

ONO 07830 200208

Too new
to view

FORD FIESTA
LX

5 door, hatchback, petrol,
silver, 2001, new clutch,
MOT August 2013, TAX

end Feb 2013, high
mileage hence price

SOLD

FORD FOCUS
Diesel, 55 plate, 92,000
miles, long MOT, TAX,

recent service, body work
excellent, interior

reasonable, lady owner,
used daily

£2250
01234 783164

JAGUAR X TYPE
2.0, SPORT,

DIESEL TURBO
ESTATE

full leather, CD, traction
control, DSC, alloys, dog
guard, air con, etc, low

mileage, (117000) tax & mot

£3995
01234 352163
07902 248149

56 Reg Kia
Sedona

7 seater, MOT, TAX just
expired, slight side

damage, FSH, DVD player,
CD player, tow bar

£1200
07983 579370
01933 770688

FORD KA 1.3
LUXURY

manual, 2001, 121K, 10
months MOT, 11 months

TAX. Leather interior,
CD/tape player, black with

colour coded bumpers,
few marks but solid car.

SOLD

Ford Focus
Estate 1.8

04 plate (04), MOT & Tax
runs out end of this year,

good condition

£2,200 ono
01908 270657

FIAT PUNTO
ACTIVE 1.2CC

53 Reg, R/C, MOT, Black,
C/L, PAS, E/L, 44K

Genuine, 3 Door, VGC

£1400ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

www.Bedfordaut
ocars.co.uk

ASTRA DIESEL
VAN

2002, White, ply lined,
years mot, clean, good

runner

£1395
01234 358145
07860 388898

(T)

BMW 3 SERIES
SE

diesel, 4 door saloon,
long MOT, TAX'D.Just

serviced, A/C, E/W,cruise
control.

£1895 ONO
07904381000
(anytime) or

01234 766618

56 PLATE ALFA
147 JTD

silver, 3 door hatch, 98k
miles, FSH, great fuel
consumption. TAX and

tested, recent major service
over £1000. Excellent

condition PX considered

£3695 ONO
Tel: 01234
402968 or

07548027666

HONDA CR-V EX
I-CDTI

2008,black, diesel, manual,
SAT nav. Headlight washers,
audio remote control, front

armrest, leather seats, heated
front seat, rear headrests,
traction control, E/W, A/C,

rear spoiler, running boards,
roof bars, 67K

£11,500 inc. VAT
01234 272829
07870860914

FIAT PUNTO
ACTIVE SPORT1.2

Black, one female owner,
52K miles, MOT'D until June

2013
£1250 ONO

07754036485

Too new
to view

MAZDA 323F
5 door hatchback, 1499cc,
blue, 1997. TAX'D, MOT
10 months. E/W, E/M,
good tyres,very clean,

CD/radio.

£475 OVN
07779753219

Mazda

MKMOTORSPOTS

Need a
Plumber?

Motorbikes
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VAUXHALL
CORSA Y REG

1.4 SRI
3 door, MOT and TAX,

good condition

£1400
07855911780

PEUGEOT 206
1.4, 52 plate, aircon,

electric windows, central
locking, MOT, TAX, VGC,

ideal first car

£850 ONO
07872 137007

Vauxhall Corsa Exclusiv
Twinport

2005, 1.4, TAX, MOT
£2750 ONO 07930 393652

07748 943781

Too new
to view

Vauxhall Astra
1.7 TDi Estate
N reg, MOT, good work
horse, part ex to clear

£395
01234 402968

or
07548 027666

VOLVO V70 D5,
SE, DIESEL,

AUTOMATIC, 7
SEATER

estate, 2005, full leather, top
spec. ABS, DSC, traction
control. multi CD, cruise,

heated seats, alloys, etc. Tax,
mot, 155000 motorway miles

£4495
01234 352163
07902 248149

NISSAN
PRIMERA 1.8

78K miles, 2005 model, 6
months TAX and MOT,

FSH,black.
Lady owner, VGC, selling

due to circumstances.

£2000 ONO
07775804533

Vauxhall Corsa
SXI CDTI

07 Black Diesel 1.3
75,000 miles FSH, 1

owner excellent condition,
ipod dock in it, 3 door.

MOT & Tax, E/W, Air Con.
Alloy Wheels

£3750 ono
07595280613

Vauxhall Astra
1.7 TDi Estate
N reg, MOT, good work
horse, part ex to clear

£350
01234 402968

or
07548 027666

VW GOLF
CABRIOLET
2000, power hood, 3

owners, long mot, service
history, cracked alloy

wheel drive away

Only £695
01234 358145
07860 388898

(T)

Vauxhall Corsa
1.2

Silver, 51 plate, 60,000
miles, regularly serviced,

lady owner, MOT till March
2013. Very economical.

Excellent first car

£695
07966365249

PEUGEOT 206 1.4
Year 2000,good condition,
low mileage 56k. TAX until

31/1/13, MOT Feb. 2013 very
reliable, service history, auto.

£1150 Please call:
07966589006 or

07788421323

Too new
to view
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Peugeot

Vauxhall

Vauxhall
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FIRST WITH THE MATCH REPORTwww.mk-news.co.uk AFTER THE FINAL WHISTLE

MATHIAS Kouo-Doumbe has admitted
that the past few weeks have been ‘frus-
trating’ but the defender is now keen to
battle for his place in the Dons side.

The Frenchman has struggled to hold
down a place in Karl Robinson’s team this
term as Shaun Williams and Antony Kay
have formed a solid partnership in the
centre of the defence and summer signing
Jon Otsemobor has made the right-back
position his own.

However, the 33-year-old former Paris St
Germain man was given a chance on the
flank in Saturday’s 1-0 victory over
Hartlepool thanks to Otsemobor’s groin
injury and he is now hoping for a regular
run in the side ahead of Christmas.

“It’s been a bit frustrating,” he said. “It
hasn’t been a good time but you have to
get ready for your opportunity and when
you do play you have to play well.

“I felt a bit rusty against Hartlepool but
overall I think that my performance was
quite good.”

When asked by MK SPORT if he prefers
playing at full-back or in the centre, the
versatile defender said that he ‘wasn’t too
sure any more.”

“I really enjoy playing at right back but
by trade I’m more of a centre half,” he said.

“There’s more running at right back but I
don’t mind that as I try to get forward as
much as possible.”

Doumbe said that the squad were look-
ing forward to the hectic festive schedule.

“It’s important that we stay connected to
the top two during this period,” he said.
“It’s always nice to play a lot of games.”

Doumbe
will fight
for spot

DEC 22 DONCASTER (A)
DEC 26 WALSALL (H)
DEC 29 COVENTRY (H)
JAN 1 NOTTS COUNTY (A)
JAN 5 SHEFF WED (FAC) (A)

FIXTURES

MKSPORT SEND YOUR SPORT NEWS TO dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

WE beat Hartlepool United 1-0 on Saturday
and I thought it was an excellent performance.

Obviously we would have liked to have won
by more, but Shaun Williams did have a goal
disallowed and you quickly learn in football
that there are no easy games.

You approach every match like it is going to
be a difficult one and even though Hartlepool
are at the bottom of the table we went into the
match giving them the utmost respect.

They are adrift at the foot of the league but I
thought they tried to take the game to us and
they played a style of football which was quite
attractive which made things difficult.

Overall though, I don’t think anyone can say
that we didn’t deserve to win the game.

Everyone is looking forward now to our top-
of-the-table clash at Doncaster Rovers on
Saturday.

I know their manager, Dean Saunders, as we

used to play together when we were at Derby
County in the late 80s.

We played up front together and I enjoyed
playing with him.

Most teams played a 4-4-2 formation back
then and we had a big man, little man combi-
nation together.

Dean was always lively and very sharp, and
he was a natural goalscorer, as well as being a
funny lad who thinks of himself as a bit of a
comedian.

He went on to play for Liverpool and of
course had success for his country as well.

I want to beat his team on Saturday, and I
have watched Doncaster two or three times
already this season.

I saw them when they beat Oldham 1-0 with
a late goal at the end of last month, and we
also had them watched on Saturday when they
lost 4-1 at home to Coventry.

Dean has been doing well with his coaching
but we have worked on their strengths and
weaknesses.

The Keepmoat Stadium is a nice new ground
which I’ve been to a few times - it’s a nice place
to go and we will enjoy playing there.

All of the players were given a few days off
after the Hartlepool game and they didn’t
return to training until this morning
(Wednesday).

We’ve got a heavy period coming up with

three games in a week, starting with
Doncaster and continuing with our home
games against Walsall and Coventry.

We are also still in the FA Cup so have a game
at Sheffield Wednesday after the New Year’s
Day trip to Notts County, so it’s important to
give everybody a breather.

They were able to do their Christmas shop-
ping, see their families and get all of that stuff
out of the way before coming back to focus on
the Doncaster match.

Myself, Karl Robinson, Alex Rae and other
members of the backroom staff had a quiet
evening out to celebrate Christmas and we had
a good laugh, but if I’m honest I’m not sure if
the players had a Christmas party themselves.

The players’ parties were always fun during
my day.

We obviously had to have them as far away
from the next match as possible, but in days
gone by we did have a good time.

Fancy dress was often a part of it and I
remember seeing Steve Foster, who I played
with at Luton, dressed up as a fairy, which was
quite funny as he was supposed to be a hard
man.

Those sort of nights were always great for
camaraderie and team spirit but when you
returned to training it was time to work hard
again and get it out of your system as soon as
possible.

MK Dons
assistant boss
MICK HARFORD
writes exclusively
for MK News
every week

Hartlepool made it difficult for
us but we were worthy winners

No goal: Shaun Williams saw this
effort ruled out against Hartlepool
for pushing, but Dons were
comfortable winners

| Home | Away
Team P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS

Tranmere Rovers 22 5 4 2 20 10 6 4 1 18 8 20 41
Brentford 22 8 2 1 21 11 3 6 2 12 11 11 41
Sheffield United 22 5 6 0 18 10 5 4 2 11 8 11 40
Doncaster 22 5 1 5 13 14 7 3 1 18 7 10 40
MK Dons 22 8 2 1 17 5 3 4 4 14 12 14 39
Stevenage 22 3 5 3 15 19 7 2 2 15 10 1 37
Swindon Town 22 4 4 3 16 8 6 2 3 16 10 14 36
Notts County 22 4 2 5 15 14 5 6 0 18 8 11 35
Bournemouth 22 5 5 1 19 11 4 3 4 18 22 4 35
Crawley Town 22 5 3 3 19 17 5 2 4 12 14 0 35
Crewe Alexandra 22 6 2 3 13 10 3 4 4 15 18 0 33
Leyton Orient 22 5 0 6 11 12 5 1 5 14 14 -1 31
Coventry City 22 3 4 4 18 15 5 2 4 19 14 8 30
Yeovil Town 22 4 2 5 12 14 5 1 5 20 19 -1 30
Preston N 22 3 5 3 16 11 4 3 4 16 16 5 29
Oldham Athletic 22 3 3 5 11 12 4 2 5 11 14 -4 26
Colchester 22 4 3 4 14 14 2 2 7 9 20 -11 23
Walsall 22 2 4 5 14 21 3 4 4 11 16 -12 23
Carlisle United 22 2 2 7 14 28 4 3 4 14 15 -15 23
Shrewsbury 22 5 3 3 15 12 0 4 7 10 18 -5 22
Portsmouth 22 3 2 6 12 13 2 4 5 15 20 -6 21
Scunthorpe 22 1 3 7 11 23 4 2 5 13 17 -16 20
Bury 22 2 4 5 10 16 2 3 6 13 20 -13 19
Hartlepool 22 1 3 7 8 19 0 3 8 7 21 -25 9

LEAGUE ONE TABLE
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ATHLETICS
THE popular Watchless Wolverton five mile
race was held on Thursday and won by Peter
O’Sullivan.

Thirty-one athletes contested the race,
which features unusual rules, around the
original Wolverton circuit.

Runners aim to complete the course in a
time which is as close as possible to what
they predicted, without the use of a watch.

O’Sullivan was the best of four finishers
who came within ten seconds of their tar-
gets, after he crossed the line just three sec-
onds faster than the 45 minutes he expect-
ed. Jeremy Vick, who ran 29m 37s, and
Andy Sutton, who finished in 32m 53s, were
both joint second after guessing seven sec-
onds out.

Fourth placed Kevin Church missed his
mark by nine seconds and in fifth place
George Hapeshi was 13 seconds adrift.

Meanwhile, MK Athletic Club’s Charlotte
Harris was the second senior finish home at
the Bicester 10k, in 40m, 38s.

SQUASH
JOSH Flux was the winner of a squash tour-
nament organised by Two Mile Ash school.

Jack Davies was second and Max Davies
was third.

Meanwhile, 16-year-old city player Joe
Elfasi of Oakgrove School was seeded num-
ber one in the Oxford U17 tournament at the
Thame Squash Club. He duly came through
to beat the number two seed Anthony Rogal
11-2, 11-4, 11-6 in the final.

SPORTSSHORTS
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MILTON Keynes Ladies’ 1sts
slipped to a 4-1 defeat at
Wallingford in their last league
game before the Christmas break.

Things got off to a poor start for
the city side who fell behind after
just a minute thanks to a goal
which was slotted past MK’s left
midfield player, Chrissy Little, who
was making her debut in goal.

The visitors created chances to
hit back but they were unable to
convert them and it wasn’t long
before Wallingford doubled their

advantage with a second goal.
Some driving runs from Lou

Reynolds and Gemma Meredith
created more chances for Milton
Keynes but they could not find that
breakthrough and Wallingford
added a third before half-time.

In the second half Lindsay
Kettleborough worked tirelessly in
midfield to link defence and attack
and MK’s persistence was reward-
ed when they finally found the net.

A quick side line ball from Sophie
Reynolds found player of the match

Alice Vigor, at the top of the circle ,
and she calmly rounded two
defenders and then fired the ball
home past the keeper.

It was a deserved strike but
Wallingford put the visiting
defence under pressure in the clos-
ing stages, forcing Little into some
good saves.

A fourth goal was fired past her at
the death though, leaving MK sev-
enth in the South League Division
3A.

They will be hoping to move up

the table when the season resumes
on January 12 with a clash against
Eastcote.

Meanwhile, goals from Gemma
Little and Vikki Alexander were not
enough for the 2nds who lost 4-2 to
Oxford Hawks 3rds, and the 3rds,
who had no goalkeeper available to
them, were beaten 4-0 by Reading
3rds.

The Mens’ 1sts and 2nds were not
in action, but the 3rds claimed
their maiden away win of the sea-
son with a 5-2 success at Tring 1sts.

Ladies slip to defeat before the festive break
hOCKEY

ICE hOCKEY

MK LIGHTNING only had won
game this weekend but they made
it count by beating Slough Jets 5-4
in the English Premier League
(EPL) at Planet Ice.

It was Slough who pinched the
last qualifying spot in the EPL Cup
from under Lightning’s noses last
week, but Nick Poole’s side were
able to put that disappointment
behind them on Sunday with an
important victory.

A Grant McPherson strike with
seven minutes left to play finally
settled a match where the lead
changed on more than one occa-
sion.

Six of the goals came in the final
period of the match though, set-
ting up an exciting conclusion
after the opening two had been
tamer affairs.

It was goalless after the first, but
former Lightning man Muzzy
Wales, who moved to Slough from
Milton Keynes, put the Berkshire
side ahead on the powerplay in the
second.

There were 35 minutes on the
clock when Lightning finally
responded through Blaz Emersic,
who tucked home a Lewis Christie
pass, but there was then a blow
when summer signing Nicky
Chinn was thrown out of the game

after being seen to land a punch on
the rear of Greg Pick’s helmet.

He also received a misconduct
penalty but despite being short-
handed, Kamil Tvrdek released
skipper Adam Carr to hand
Lightning the lead.

Jets struck twice in quick succes-
sion at the start of the third period
through Darius Pliskauskas and

Slava Koulikov to wrestle back the
lead, but Great Britain forward
Leigh Jamieson grabbed a double
of his own for Lightning to put the
city skaters 4-3 in front.

Alex Barker set up Dan Davies to
level for Slough again, a soft goal
from MK’s point of view, but Scot
McPherson was able to have the
final say in the topsy turvy contest.

He was able to fire home from the
right hand side while Lightning
were on the powerplay with 53
minutes on the clock.

““It was an ugly win but I’m
pleased with taking two points
into the Xmas break,” player coach
Nick Poole, pictured, said.

Lightning are fourth and next
host Bracknell on December 27.

Lightning
down Jets

Winner: Grant
McPherson
sealed a 5-4
victory

RUGBY UNION

MILTON Keynes claimed a 34-27
bonus point win at Wallingford to
stretch their winning run in the
league to nine matches.

City have promotion from the
Southern Counties North firmly in
their sights and are only three
points behind leaders Reading
Abbey in third place.

Their fine winning streak comes
after they lost their first two match-
es of the season.

They had to cope with a lengthy
game delay and a change of pitch
before they could get the job done
at Wallingford though, as after Phil
Powell had opened the scoring for
MK with a penalty, Simon
Kockelberch suffered a broken arm
under a pile of bodies after he had
stormed over for an MK try.

After a 30 minute delay waiting

for an ambulance, the referee
moved the match to Wallingford’s
smaller pitch and MK continued to
have the better of the half.

Stuart Tomkinson added a typi-
cal forward’s try and although
Powell missed the conversion, the
lead was stretched to 17-5. Both
sides then added penalties to make
it 20-8 to MK at half-time.

City struggled in the second half
as they were unable to get their
wingers into their stride, and
Wallingford quickly cut the gap to
five points with a converted try.

MK always responded to home
scores though, firstly when Dan
Rolfe’s try was converted by Powell.

Wallingford hit back again with a
penalty try but any hopes of a
nightmare finish were put to rest
when Gino Genova went over to

give the visitors breathing space
once more.

The home side had the last word
with another try in the dying stag-
es but MK hung on to win a game
which was overshadowed by
Kockelberch’s injury.

“The only good thing to come out
of this game is the win and a four
try bonus point,” chairman John
Silk said. “Let’s hope we can keep
the winning run going.”

Elsewhere in the league there was
an afternoon to forget for Olney
who lost 31-0 to second-placed
Grove with four key players miss-
ing from their side.

This was the first time this season
that Olney have failed to score a
point and they are now fifth.

In the South West 1 East Bletchey
went down 17-5 at home to Reading.

Nine on the spin for MK

Fine boot: Milton Keynes have gone
nine games unbeaten.
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KARL Robinson has hailed Ryan
Lowe’s newly discovered confi-
dence after the striker found the
net for the third time in as many
League One games.

The Dons forward evaded the off-
side trap and buried a fine finish
past Hartlepool keeper Scott
Flinders to grab the only goal of the
game in Saturday’s victory over the
League One strugglers.

Now, he is aiming to kick on as
Dons enter the crucial Christmas
period in fourth place, just two
points adrift of leaders Tranmere.

Much was expected of the striker
after his summer switch from
Sheffield Wednesday but the
34-year-old, who enjoyed a prolific
spell at Bury before his move to
Hillsborough, made a slow start to
life at stadiummk.

He grabbed his first for the club in
the 2-0 victory over Carlisle on
September 1 but despite regular
appearances he then had to wait
until the 1-0 win over Leyton Orient
on November 6 to find the net again.

The dry spell appears to be at an
end now though as Lowe has capped
some fine recent performances with
the goals both he and his manager
have craved.

His recent purple patch has seen
goals against Colchester and
Brentford, as well as Saturday’s win-
ner over Pools.

“He’s had his knocks this year and
he’s had his criticism, most of all
from me,” Dons manager Robinson
said.

“I’m his biggest critic, and it’s
important for him to accept it and

adapt his game, move on and get on
with it. We’ve had our debates and
arguments.”

It is an ideal time to hit form for
Lowe who now faces increased
competition up front in the form of
recent loan arrivals Patrick Bamford
and Ibra Sekajja.

Chelsea man Bamford, who
impressed against Colchester in his
only game for the club so far, would
likely have kept Lowe out of the side
during his recent run had he not
picked up a hamstring injury.

Robinson also has Charlie
MacDonald and Alan Smith as
strike options and Jabo Ibehre is
due to return from his loan spell at
Colchester, although this deal, due
to expire on December 27, could yet
be extended.

“What Ryan is doing now is he’s
playing his football,” Robinson said.

“He looks free and he looks like
he’s always going to score.

“He feels confident in front of goal
and the biggest thing for me against
Hartlepool is how hard he worked.

“He almost ran himself into the
ground. Hopefully he’s in a run of
goals that will last for a while.”

Lowe had been linked with a loan
move away from stadiummk when
he was struggling to find the target.

In October, Tranmere Rovers boss
Ronnie Moore claimed that he was
close to landing him, a statement
which was denied by Robinson, and
Rotherham United were also report-
edly close to a deal.

Dons have a tough test on Saturday
when they travel to fellow promo-
tion contenders Doncaster Rovers,
who are third in League One with
just one more point to their name.

Dean Saunders’ side were beaten
4-1 by Coventry this weekend.

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

I’ve been Ryan’s biggest
critic this year says boss

Fine form: Karl Robinson has backed Ryan Lowe to shine after the striker
made it three goals from three League One games.

Stannard targets
spot in the Tour
de France after
year to remember
OLYMPIC cyclist Ian Stannard hasn’t
ruled out ridng in the Tour de France
next year after a 2012 to remember.

The 25-year-old former Team
Keynes rider captured the British
Road Race title during a fantastic year
which has also seen him compete at
the World Championships in Limburg
and at the London Olympics.

“Looking back on 2012, it’s been a
good season,” he said.

“I’ve enjoyed the racing throughout
and feel I’ve progressed as a rider,
both in terms of my strength and tac-
tical nous.

“I think there’s still a lot more to
come though and I want to step it up
again next year.

“I do have goals in 2013 but the most
important thing is to ride my bike,
have fun and enjoy it, and hopefully
that can have the knock-on effect of
inspiring people to do the same.

“It would be great to ride another
Grand Tour, and maybe even the Tour
de France.

“That’s all to be decided in the future
though so I’m not really thinking
about it at this point.”

Known as a workhorse who will give
everything for his team-mates, Team
Sky rider Stannard, who grew up in
the city, has earned himself an army
of fans.

He briefly led this year’s World Road
Race while wearing the national jer-
sey picked up for his British win, and
he put in a huge effort in the unsuc-
cessful attempt to propel Mark
Cavendish to a gold medal in the
Olympic road race.

Now, he is preparing for the Tour
Down Under which takes place
between January 20-27.

Stannard will race in Australia
along side team-mates Edvald
Boasson Hagen, Chris Sutton, Mathew
Hayman, Bernhard Eisel, Luke Rowe
and Geraint Thomas at the six-stage
Adelaide based event.
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Lightning go
into Christmas

with victory
- page 51

MKSPORT
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